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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 
37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Neil Sirota on February 25th, 2005. 

2. IN THE CLAIMS 
Cancel claims 18-32 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,028 Page 2 

Art Unit: 1771 

DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's amendment and accompanying remarks filed 08/23/04 have been 
fully considered and entered. Claims 1,4,5,12, and 15 have been canceled, claims 18-32 
have been withdrawn, and new claim 33 has been added. Applicant's cancellation of 
claims 1,4,5,12, and 15 renders moot the anticipation and obviousness type rejections set 
forth in sections 3 and 5-11 of the last Office Action. As such, these rejections are hereby 
withdrawn. Applicant's newly added claim 33, which incorporates the canceled subject 
matter of 1,5,12 and 15, is found allowable over the prior art of record for reasons set 
forth herein below. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

2. Claims 2,3,6-11,13,14,16,17, and 33 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Applicant added new independent claim 33, which recites limitations not taught or fairly 
suggested by the closest prior art of Mizuno, US 5,492,589. Claims 2,3,6-11,13,14,16,17 
are found allowable as they depend directly or indirectly firom independent claim 33. 
Specifically, the prior art of US '589 does not teach a decorative floor covering 
comprising: (i) a surface treated layer; (ii) a polyethylene terephthalate film layer; 
(iii) a polyvinyl chloride resin intermediate layer wherein the polyvinyl chloride 
resin intermediate layer is a sheet having a thickness of 0.1 to 0.2 mm manufactured by 
pressure rolling in a calendar a polyvinyl chloride resin composition comprising 100 parts 
of polyvinyl chloride resin, 25 to 50 weight parts of dioctyl phthalate, 50 to 150 weight 
parts of calcium carbonate, 3 to 5 weight parts of titanium oxide, and 2 to 5 weight parts 
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of heat stabilizer; (iv) a polyvinyl chloride resin substrate layer wherein the polyvinyl 
chloride resin substrate layer is a non-foamed polyvinyl chloride sheet manufactured by 
kneading a polyvinyl chloride resin composition comprising 100 weight parts of 
polyvinyl chloride resin, a plasticizer of 30 to 50 weight parts of dioctyl phthalate, heat 
resistant stabilizers of 3 to 5 weight parts of barium-zinc based compound and 3 to 5 
weight parts of epoxy compound, and fillers of 200 to 400 weight parts of calcium 
carbonate and 3 to 5 'weight parts of pigment in a rolling mill having a temperature of 
160 to 190OC, and pressure rolling it to a thickness of 0.8 to 1 .3 mm; (v) an adhesive 
layer; and (vi) a light back layer. With specific regard to the polyvinyl chloride 
intermediate and substrate layers, it the position of the Examiner that though said 
intermediate layer and substrate layer are adjacent said layers are patently distinguishable 
over a single polyvinyl chloride layer as the presently claimed intermediate and substrate 
polyvinyl chloride layers differ in both composition and thickness. An updated art search 
did not produce any new substantial art for which to base a rejection. As such, claims 
2,3,6-11,13,14,16,17, and 33 are allowed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than 
the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier commxmications fi^om the 
examiner should be directed to Lynda M Salvatore whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1482. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F. 



Application/Control Number: 10/019,028 



Page 4 



Art Unit: 1771 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 57 1-272- 1482. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
pubHshed applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
February 16, 2005 



Is 



TERREL MORRIS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 




